18. TESTS, TRIALS, TRIBULATIONS
"Friends, most of you will agree with me that, after drawing us
towards Him, the Lord proceeds to subject us to a torrent of tests and
trials. It is indeed common knowledge that some of the greatest devotees
of yore, like Meera, Sakhubai, Harischandra, Prahlad, Ramdas, Tukaram
- to name only a few - were inflicted with untold miseries and sufferings.
So is the case with each one of His devotees. There come a series of
troubles and tribulations, hurdles and hardships, maladies and malaise,
administered by Him apparently for the express purpose of unseating
us from the altar of faith. Why? Why does God send us these sorrows,
hurdles, trials and tribulations?
Look friends, as Sri Satliya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi has said "When
you hang a picture on the wall, you shake the nail and find out
whether it is firm enough to bear the weight of the picture. So too,
in order to prevent the picture of God (the image in your mind and
heart) from falling and being shattered to bits, the nail (God's Name)
driven into the wall of the heart has to be shaken to ascertain
whether it is firm and steady." Baba has said - "The Lord has
ordained sorrow, for without sorrow, man will not cling to God, It
is something like dietary and other restrictions which the doctor
prescribes in order to supplement the effect of his drug. Man must
welcome trouble, for that alone brings sweetness to the spirit
within."
Friends, when we are in trouble, we turn to God, pray to Him and
ask for help. We say 'cure my brother' or 'heal my son,' oh God and I
will go to Tirupathi", etc. But I ask of you, how many of us turn to God
or even think of Him when we are happy? So, unless God puts trials
and hurdles in our way, we will not even pause a moment from our
worldly concerns to spare a thought for Him.
God is the Divine Doctor, the Supreme Surgeon, the Holy
Psychiatrist. He knows that only difficulties and obstacles can.toughen
our character and strengthen the inner spirits. His is the kind cruelty of
the surgeon's knife, for without inflicting a wound, the illness cannot be
cured. While making a gold ornament, the goldsmith has to heat the
gold, beat it and twist it before he can make the ornament. The diamond
in its rough and unhewn form looks no better than a piece of glass. It is
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